
1Larebo jfMornfng 'lCfme1)
'

FRIDAY, MARCH 18,2005 
11:t'I'~il:lmWm' 

ON THE WEB: lMTONlINLCOM
IIIIIII jlD 

.-.,..1i1J..-------- ....m 

,Talented Watt band
 
plays here Wednesday
 

- SPECIAL TO THE TIMES 

John Watt and his band play 
TKO on Wednesday night at 9 p.m., 
but he won't be' able to see how 
many come to see him play. Watts is 
blind. . 

"God never closes a door with­
outopening .a window," Watt said, 
speaking philosophically. 

-Watt, 40, of Council Bluffs, Iowa, 
has been blind for . more than 20 
years after he attempted to take his 
own life at the age of 18. 

. "It Was simply a case of clinical 
depression," he said. "I can even 
remember being depressed as a 
toddler, though at the time I didn't 
really understand what was going 
on." 

Watt's blindness did not prevent 
him from finding a light Inside. 

"In any case, God never closes a 
door without opening a window. 
That window for me was musical . 
insight and artistic vision. Without 
having lost my sight, I probably - - ~pIIoti 
would never have picked upa gui- Joh.n Watt plays his guitar. and on stage he handles other instrumen~, too. 
tar. I might have ended up driving a .. 
truck. No kidding." For the past 10 years Watt has The John Watt Band is currently 

When he picked up that guitar, been recording and producing his touring Texas in support of the new 
Watt found his natural aptitude for own music. - release "Higher." 
the music that would become his 
passion. 

Watt taught himself to play the 
guitar with little or no outside influ­
ence. He also taught himself how .to 
play the piano, keyboards, and har­
monica. 

"I immediately found out that I 
was a natural songwriter. Even 
when I could only play two chords, 
the songs just started popping out, 
lyrics, melody, and chords," Watt 
said. ­


