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rvlusician, SO~~J~R~:WQt&:;p~~tJ)@gn~~J9 .:arl~t~t;aiY.SPc vision
 
COURTN EY BRU ~~E'Fl " ... ; :.~ ," ~ttelllPt~i ;ui~ ide , 'J. gunshot \vount'th~r ' w i nat~~iotiini~~ '~~Sical .insight and 

Staff Writer ,,,;,, , . .left me totally an~ permanently .bl4ld..~. he ~' . arti stic')iision. Withou ~ ' having lust Ill } 

". .. .. . . said. . . ...~.- , .. ',;" .sight, I P 1'Q~a~lywouJd never have pick« ] 
God never closes a door ~w i thout open- "It was simply a case ofclinical depres-" . up a guitilt.J might h\veended up dri vu.g 

ing a window, . sion. I can even remember bemg .ri truck," - ~ ~ ;:: " " ' . 
At least that's the philosophy of Coun­ depres.sed RS R toddler. though at the time When he picked up that guita r ho 

, :; Blufls res iden t and musician Juhn I didn't rea lly understand what was going found what....he referred to as his "naturni 
Watt . on." aptitude" fol' music, which would become 

Watt. -lO. Iu s been blind for more than But the darkness did not prevent him his passion. 
:20 years, atn-r he atte mpted to ta ke his 
,," n i,];' :to tn,· age orIS. 

-~ 1 ." iJIIIH!nt-S; I, the result uf an 

Irom finding a light inside himself. 
"In ,"1\' n i SI' . l; ,..t never d oses a door 

without 1l~l1 i n g a window," h« said "That TRACK/St'(' /Jug t' 6A 

•.:/1 
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Council Bluffs mu si cian J oh n Watt wor ks on a soundbe a rd a t h is hom e in Co u ncil Bluffs, 

Track 
Con tin ued ' ;'UIlI PU!ft.' JA 

"If I wouldn't have lust Ill " 
,, ~n t . I would n't have I()un ~l 
my a rti st ic vis ion ." he sa id ,,' 
Jus t ne ver would hav. plave d. 
II'h ieh is the rrunrc pa n " 

Wa u t a ught lu msel ! how to 
pIJy the gu ita r wit h lrttle to no 
»utsid« infl uences. In addi tion, 
he tau gh t hrmself how to play 
t he har mon ica . kevboa rds and 
;:::tlil l 

.\ l u';l l" I;"; ;1 p :t ..;:"]Ul\ ht· n;l.... 
\.'-!l l ~ j \· a lt' d ~ j\" ..-r t mu- . hv• ·.;;:i d 
t'ur t hl' rl r ~ t 10 \' L' a l' ~ uf h::o 
mu - rcal ca ree r, \\ 'att sa id ill' 
slJrked as. ~1 solo a r t ist 

He b cu rr e nt lv a membe r of 
.oc al ba nd "Pr,,:ate Hose rod" 
. 1> we ]! 'b ha" lng n','cn t l,' 
-t a r t ed hi; own band. "Thc 
,) "hl', W,ltt B'I!lJ ." 

,,' am still Wi th t he' ba nd ' 
's ,',; playing with before ." he 
<tid . "On" da ' ..\ cou ple !!U, 'S 
.rpp roached me a bout ~ tc1 rtJng 

.1 new band. \ \ 'hdt:' We Wen) 

::i lklOg a bout na mes. they s ug· 
I"sted we call, It 'The Juhn 
·X.,: t Ba nd .' su I .rc t ua llv d id n't 
'l.'nk the gruup th a t ' But I 
", \ -, i.:' ve rv hunor....d to know ih.-v 
\":lnted'to do t ha t " ' 

In kee pin j; w:th promnt iu g 
:1: :' music as much d ,": pos sibh-. 
" ':tt l ha d a hom, n 'cord ing 
· t .id io bu ilt at hi; hu u-c 

_ ·It'~ simpl v Luu l ,.xPl'IlS j\ 'l ' :u 
,,\( '(:!J gU ltl !:! t l ! \."' :l ll ll l ' r l' Ja l - Ll t ­

' : ~ \l ,.. , ~l) I - rm pl,: buughl Illy 
.wr.." hi' ,:o:ald 

Thl' hom,· ,tud tO feat u r,,; 
: 'o;" ol', t he,li ne dl u1pme nt " !ld 
",'d , tn,,, I\'a t t ~ u l'c ha sed lllfll ' 

He h ~, a ln'''dy r"lea;"" a 
, ..~plc- ut' CO; II" rel " J ,,·d 111; 

..,:.';t CD. "B:g :;L"dIO 1",,,:1'.. ... 
' ' ,::.I t.':' :n l :-: ! 'L'~ tr Thl' CD :L', t " 

: . , ~ .•~. ~ ~L,l l'ctl on ~ w ntten I I) ' 

Watt such as: "Sh e's ~ l v (;1 .-1 , 

friend ." "Walk Away" ;nd "I 
Loved You the Most ." 

With in th e nex t two yva rs , 
he sa id . ho pla ns on re lL'a, ing 
three ur four more CD,;. 

"I recorded a t 111\ ' hou se so I 
cou ld do wh a t I ' wan ted tu 
with out th e clock t icking," he 
sai d, 

"BIg St udi o FL' a l" ~ " "",Id ou t 
t \\'In' I H ' ft )f ' l ' jll ~ l lx -i l1g r e o 

r l' l e ;t ~ l ' d . 

Suuu- of hi- ot lu-r work hu s 
a ls o gU lll' un tu largl'l' mu rk ct s . 
His :;Ol1g "Furc-vvrm ur e" has 
bee n recorded by cu u ru ry 
music art is t Ga r" Heddeu of 
:\a , hvit le; wh» l i'a t t " lid. " 
pla llnlng tu n ', record it II I th L' 
Ileal' [u t u rt -. 

" '"tt I , a i, ,, " hu or an 
a ut hor. 

I I,· has writt en t wo hooks. 
"Cab in Fever 1867" a nd 
"Word , an' WOl'ds." 

" ' \Vo r d~ (lr (l words' IS a t a lc 
of tragedy and misa dvvru un. 
in t hl' rar nort h li liL'd ", t h gl'll 
and rea lism ." hp ~ ai d , "I w;\ ," 

lucky enough to find an ;tg l'l\~ 

Dixu. Segn ur, tu i1 l·lp lil t ' edit 
the proje ct ." 

"'h il" he put - the besL of 
both ta lent ; into hi, songwru ­
mg. Wa tt sa id he pushes hi m­
~ l, l l' til du mu rv. 

l h. ri-cvn t lv " t ll'o tl,'d t iu­
h ~,I , 7 Th e HI\'l ' 1' :'l u:-' Il' Suuuu u t . 

spolbored bl' luwa " 'l'; L,' !'!l 
Community Colleg'l:'s ra d", ' ta' 
t ion 

"It W it :"> killd oj" CI t h I ng tu 

gi,'" loca l mU;I ,' " pus h," Ill' 
;, ,,<1 "One of t he' 1lL'; t ptL'l'l'; of 
a,h ' l'" I ~ I rk" d lip wa, t" 
n·!L-;t:-i t· ;-i l'\'l 'ra l EP..; ill:- tL';HI uf 
U ll l ' b l'gl' a l lJlI1l\ It kt· L' !J.": 
t h ln~:i rr l' ~h , and that 1:­

«x.rct lv wh at I inu -nd to do 
Th erc' will bv t l" 'e,' ur luur EI'· 
I.:Ol\I l ll g frum III 1.. ' I I) t h« n.-xt 
t wo Yl'ar ~ ,. 

I Iis wor k With t he I", nlb I.' 

,11 ; 0 someth ing uuu kee ps 1\J1ll 
hva vil v invcl ved, "T he J oh n 
Wal t Ha nd" will pe rform Aug. 
28 at t ho Rod Oak Ta p ta vern 
In Hed Oa k. ..\ ud ,enet· ml'm b"r , 
til " .\' UI..' ,lIlll' io rr-q ur-s t suuu- Ill" 

Ill S p r L'\' W US ~u ngs, bu t ta' :-<11(/ 

Ill'':; locusl'c! 011 Ill' W musical 
pil'ces a nd his fu tu re projects 

"\ ha d a lot of fa ns a ; k lng 
where th ey cuu lt! ge t a rop." 101' 

th e COl, a nd I a lw;\,vs ha d to 
t, ·1 1 Lhe m It It,,, ..old ulIt ." h" 
,,; tl d," \ ,:; huuld Ih.:H' f' htl\'L' l..' l It 

..lidL', but .tll Ill .\' t ' lle !"!! ,\" wit ,.. 

~ulng lnt u Illy [)L'\\- 11l ~ l l l ' r lid ­

«i nu- ul t h « LJ\ · ~t iu.u r-r. « : 
h i l V t- ,. 


